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FLUTE MYSTERY

by Fred Jonny Berg

1 Flute Mystery Op.66b 14:12

2 Warning Zero Op.54b 10:02

3 Pastorale Op.32 No.1 1:51

4 Vicino alla Montagna Op.58b 12:24

Flute Concerto No.1 Op.70

5 |  Memento 7:16
6 Il Reminiscence s:06
7 1l Obituary 1:51
8 IV Awakening 4:45

Emily Beynon, flute (1, 5-8)
Catherine Beynon, harp (1)

Philharmonia Orchestra
Vladimir Ashkenazy, conductor (1, 5-8)
Fred Jonny Berg, conductor (2-4)

0p.66 is dedicated to Sir James Galway. Alto flute version (Op.66a)
first performed in 2006 by Galway and National Symphony Orchestra,
conducted by Leonard Slatkin

0p.70 is dedicated to Emily Beynon. First performed in 2009
by Beynon and Philharmonia Orchestra, conducted by Vladimir Ashkenazy



Fred Jonny Berg (b. 1973) is a distinctive and innovative Norwegian composer with an
unusually rich palette of sounds and textures at his disposal. His music covers a wide
range of genres and is scored for a great variety of ensembles. All of his works bear the
unmistakable imprint of strong originality and authenticity. In addition to his extensive
composing career Fred Jonny Berg has also had considerable success as a writer, singer
and film maker.

A musical polymath, naturally sensitive to the humanistic qualities of music, Berg is
concerned with areas of tension between melos and form, light and dark, burlesque
humour and profound melancholy. Powerful melodic emotions are juxtaposed with
vertical and horizontal structures where diatonic, polytonal and modal harmonies
have a natural place within his musical universe. Berg’s distinctive, even liberating idio-
syncratic approach to musical language constantly amazes: his voice comes across
clearly and unmistakably as his own; as a voice which cannot be ignored.

Berg is one of a handful of composers who are able to create the rare experience of
enchanted silence in their music — Berg’s Flute Concerto No.1 Op.70 contains several
such moments. Even though his tools are a “conventional” orchestra using “conven-
tional” instruments, an unreal atmosphere of calm and celestial flight arises. One of the
most fascinating aspects in this regard is that he does not use any minimalist or modern-
ist devices at all; he simply allows the music and its inner qualities to speak in full. In our
current age of constant hectic activity, where it is barely permitted to think a complete
thought, music such as this is of the greatest importance: it gives the listener the chance
to experience time as a benefit and not as a punishment. The concerto is dedicated to
the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra’s eminent flautist Emily Beynon, and it received its
premier performance in London in February 2009.

Flute Mystery Op.66b — the title track of this recording — is another example of a calm,
enchanted work in which the sounds of conventional instruments meld together to
produce a fascinating new entity. Just listen to the first few cautious notes, orchestrated
as unison between flute and harp; they reach out beyond our everyday lives to a time-
less realm which supports the entire work.

From a technical point of view Berg’s music is governed by an unfailing, intuitive
understanding of the instruments’ physiology and the distinctive auditory character
and potential of the ensembles; however it is never the craftsmanship which comes
first in his music — it is the overall artistic flow. This work also exists in a version for
alto flute (Op.66a).



Fred Jonny Berg as pictorial artist is also abundantly present in his music — Vicino alla
Montagna Op.58b is music to a film with the same title. Berg paints landscape pano-
ramas with a steady, sure hand. And, from his point of view as a film maker, he seeks
long lines in the artistic discourse — like Richard Strauss in his Alpensinfonie he uses
the entire expressive register of the orchestra to describe the magnificent peaks in
all their inward and outward facets. Unlike Strauss, however, Berg’s portrayal is
darker and more stringent: we are certainly not in the Alps, rather in the weather-
beaten mountains of northern Norway where nature, not man, decides.

Berg’s tone-poem Warning Zero Op.54b is another example of his ability to paint sounds

with energy. The brass are responsible for an almost apocalyptic assault on the listener
— there is something threatening and inevitable about the music; even in the brighter

woodwind passages the music does not rest, wandering in search of lost calm.

Pastorale Op.32 No.1 is an apparently bright and care-free composition which only after
a while begins to worry us — this is due to the elegant use of bitonality which gives the
piece a veritable Janus face. We are treated to another example of Berg’s compositional
ambiguity — one of the principal elements of his music —in a work which is open to inter-
pretation in any direction. The home key is F, constantly “undermined” by C sharp minor
and D flat major tonalities.

In his music Fred Jonny Berg reveals himself as a person who has experienced that life
consists of light and dark — but unlike the majority of us he approaches both with a
similar undaunted decisiveness; it adds an extra quality to his music: the conviction of
an eyewitness.

Wolfgang Plagge, 2009



Since Vladimir Ashkenazy came to prominence in the 1955 Chopin Competition in
Warsaw he has built an extraordinary career as one of the most renowned pianists
of our times and an artist whose creative life encompasses a vast range of activities
offering inspiration to music-lovers everywhere. Currently Principal Conductor and

Artistic Advisor to the Sydney Sym-
phony Orchestra, he maintains a warm
relationship with the Philharmonia as
their Conductor Laureate.

Ashkenazy continues to devote him-
self to the piano, now mostly in the
recording studio where he regularly
adds to his comprehensive record-
ing catalogue with releases such as
the 1999 Grammy award-winning
Shostakovich Preludes and Fugues,
Rautavaara’s Piano Concerto No.3
(@ work which he commissioned).
Most recently released are recordings
of Bach’s Wohltemperierte Klavier,
Beethoven’s Diabelli Variations and in
summer 2009 a recording of French
piano duos with Vovka Ashkenazy.

Emily Beynon is principal flute of the
Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Am-

I .am very fond of Scandinavian mentality, the way people
express themselves and their spiritual world. It has always
been a very specidl treat for me to conduct and play Scandi-
navian music and it is a particular pleasure to introduce to
the world a very talented Norwegian composer Fred Jonny
Berg whose music in its own way is a genuine reflection of
his world,

sterdam. Born in Wales, she began her musical education at the Royal College of Mu-
sic (Junior Department) and then went on to study with William Bennett at the Royal

Academy of Music and with Alain Marion in
Paris.

She performs regularly as concerto soloist
and chamber musician, appears regularly
on BBC Radio 3 and has recorded 8 solo CDs.
A passionate and dedicated teacher, Emily
is frequently asked to give masterclasses all
over the world. Emily was made a Fellow of
the Royal Academy of Music in 2002.



Catherine Beynon began playing the harp at the age of eight, and attended the Royal
College of Music Junior Department with Daphne Boden and later gained a scholarship
to the Royal Academy of Music. Catherine then completed her studies at the Conserva-
toire Superieur de Music in Lyon with Fabrice Pierre. Since September 2003 Catherine
has been principal harp in the Orchestra Philharmonic du Luxembourg.

Acknowledged as the UK’s foremost musical pioneer, with an extraordinary recording
legacy, the Philharmonia Orchestra leads the field for its quality of playing, and for
its innovative approach to audience development, residencies, music education and
the use of new technologies — including webcasts, podcasts, downloads and computer
games — in reaching a global audience. Together with its relationships with the world’s
most sought-after artists, most importantly its Principal Conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen,
the Philharmonia is at the heart of British musical life.

Fred Jonny Berg was born in Harstad, north Norway, on 27 May 1973. Since the begin-
ning of his composing career he has distinguished himself with his distinctively origi-
nal voice which in many regards
is at odds with the conventional
trends and “isms” of contempo-
rary art in general. It is thanks
to his sheer enthusiasm that
he has acquired considerable
knowledge of composing and per-
forming on several instruments;
he is the very archetype of a multi-
talented, musical polymath.

Fred Jonny Berg’s artistic project
is geared towards the one goal of
| producing a genuine, acoustical
Itis really as simple as it is complicated: | breathe in what Ife has ~ '€SUlt — something he s remark-
to offer, and breathe out what | have to offer life. I have givenup  ably successful in achieving. Like

trying to grasp what actually happens in the process from impres- s colleague lannis Xenakis he has
sion to expression.

a multi-faceted background which
includes both practical and aesthetical disciplines. His wide experience of everything
from electronics and visual media to local radio and musical-historical research has
contributed to his broad field of expertise and understanding of a wide variety of sub-
jects. This has benefitted his music at many levels and is one of the reasons behind his



distinctive originality as a composer. His many diametrically different interests produce
fascinating results in his compositional sound-world and in numerous other artistic ar-
eas such as film, writing and directing, and in his activities as a lecturer and business
manager.

Berg’s catalogue of works comprises about 200 titles, more than 70 opuses which in-
clude a number of commissioned works; over the years he has collaborated with many
internationally renowned artists including Vladimir Ashkenazy, Sir James Galway and
Leonard Slatkin.

Fred Jonny Berg’s sheet music is available online for evaluation and delivery. All scores
are available for free: www.symbiophonic.as

Through the website you can evaluate and purchase sheet music easy and convenient.
Your purchased sheet music is available as PDF, and can be bundled and downloaded at
any time through the custom made interface. You are also able to choose from different
set-up alternatives when bundling your parts. Alternatively, Symbiophonic can manufac-
ture a complete set of paper copies for requested works.



Blu-ray is the first domestic format in history that unites theatre movies and music
sound in equally high quality. The musical advantage of Blu-ray is the high resolution
foraudio, and the convenience for the audience as one single player will handle music,
films, their DVD-collection and their old library of traditional CD.

What we are seeing is a completely new conception of the musical experience. Recorded
music is no longer a matter of a fixed two-dimensional setting, but rather a three-dimen-
sional envelopingsituation. Stereo can be described as a flat canvas, while surround sound
is a sculpture that you can literally move around and relate to spatially; with surround you
can move about in the aural space and choose angles, vantage points and positions.

By developing one common format the surround technology that we have been working
with for years finally becomes accessible to the general public. Fairly soon almost all disc
players will be Blu-ray devices, and already now a majority of the sound systems that
come off the shelf are 5.1 surround systems. People buy the equipment for the sake of
film entertainment, but with it they get access to the unique musical experience that we
are offering. Stereo is still possible of course, but the fact is that the resistance towards
surround is mostly based on ignorance. People just don’t know what they are missing
outon.



A senior Norwegian HiFi journalist visited our studio recently. Prior to our listening ses-
sion | explained to him how we recorded with the orchestra in a circle, all musicians
facing each other —surrounding the listener. He rose from his chair and wanted to leave.
| begged him to listen - and he stayed for three hours; leaving us with the conclusion:
“Now | need to go home and write an article apologising all my readers for the thirty
years | have misguided them in stereo. Surround sound is the real thing.”

The musical and technical process of recording and editing are identical for SACD and
Blu-ray. When | started as a recording engineer in 1990 there was no focus on surround
sound in classical music. It was the introduction of SACD that made us aware of this
magnificent perspective. Surround sound gave us the solution to the depth and spatial
resolution we experienced live on stage in a concert house, but were not able to recre-
ate in stereo.

We prefer to record in spacious acoustic venues; large concert halls, churches and
cathedrals. This is actually where we can make the most intimate recordings. The quali-
ties we seek in large rooms are not necessarily a big reverb, but openness due to the
absence of close reflecting walls. Making an ambient and beautiful recording is the way
of least resistance. Searching the fine edge between direct contact and openness; that’s
the real challenge.

A really good recording should be able to bodily move the listener. This core quality of
audio production is made by choosing the right venue for the repertoire, and balancing
the image in the placement of microphones and musicians relative to each other in that
venue. Planning and discussions with the musicians create trust and a sense of occasion
and excitement that translates onto the recordings. What we insist upon in the record-
ing phase is time. At most projects the entire first day is spent bringing the dimensions
down from a 1500-people hall to the proximity encountered on a home-visit to your liv-
ing room. The challenge of this process is to get the volume down, keeping the intensity
and energy up, without being intrusive. There is no method available today to reproduce
the exact perception of attending a live performance. That leaves us with the art of illu-
sion when it comes to recording music. As recording engineers and producers we need
to do exactly the same as any good musician; interpret the music and the composer’s
intentions and adapt to the media where we perform.

Morten Lindberg, 2009
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Recorded at Watford Colosseum, London
January 2008 by Lindberg Lyd AS

Recording producer and balance engineer Morten Lindberg
Recording engineer Hans Peter L'Orange
Assistant engineer Stale Hebak @degarden

Editing Jern Simenstad
Mix Hans Peter L'Orange and Morten Lindberg
Mastering Morten Lindberg
SACD authoring Lindberg Lyd AS

photo Aurora Borealis Bjarne Riesto
video Aurora Borealis News on Request
photo Beynon Hanya Chlala - photo Ashkenazy SSO/Keith Saunders
photo 2xBeynon Keith Saunders - Session photos News on Request
lllustrations Lindberg Lyd / Translation Andrew Smith
Biographic information about the artists kindly provided by
Harrison/Parrott Ltd, Philharmonia Orchestra and Symbiophonic AS
Artwork and graphic design Morten Lindberg

Executive producers
Fred Jonny Berg (Symbiophonic) and Morten Lindberg (2L)

Financially supported by Symbiophonic AS and Innovation Norway

www.2L.no

2L is the exclusive and registered trade mark
of Lindberg Lyd AS 20009 [NOMPP0901010-080] 2L58SABD
Worldwide distributed by Musikkoperatarene and www.2L.no
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Blu-ray authoring msm-studios GmbH
audio encoding Sven Mevissen « screen design Dominik Fritz
authoring Martin Seer and Markus Ammer
producers Johannes Miiller and Morten Lindberg

I 5.1 DTS HD MA 24/96 kHz  [—]2.0 LPCM 24/96 kHz

This Pure Audio Blu-ray Disc has been designed to offer two ways of operation, either
with or without a TV screen: you can either navigate the on-screen POP-UP MENU or
simply use the dedicated buttons of your remote control. The NUMERIC keys directly
access the corresponding track number and the desired audio stream can be selected by
the COLOURED keys on your remote. 5.1 DTS HD Master Audio is preselected.

This recording was made by Lindberg Lyd with DPA microphones,
Millennia Media amplifiers and SPHYNX2 converters to a PYRAMIX workstation.

A —cn. DPA Milennia

MICROPHONES Music & Media Systems  ELECTROCOMPANIET
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Flute Concerto No.1

PHILHARMONIA ORCHESTRA
Vladimir Ashkenazy.

EMILY BEYNON flut
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